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Following the announcement of a full lockdown from noon on 23rd January 2021, we have since received further clarity 
from The Greffe as to how our conveyancing processes will be affected. 

It is likely that more updates will be available in the days and weeks to follow, and we will update you accordingly.

At the present time, Court and Judicial Services (such as criminal and family matters) have a general exemption to 
continue to operate.

However, conveyancing is not considered to be essential. The risk of Covid-19 transmission is simply too great in the 
(normally) busy and populated Contract Court.  

For all practical purposes, that means only two types of transactions can now take place.

The first type is where Conditions of Sale have been signed, meaning the transaction is contractually bound to complete. 

The second type is where the matter really is ‘essential’.  Presently, there is no legal definition of what that means, but two 
examples would be a nurse living with an elderly relative who needed to move into her new accommodation, or where a 
person is terminally ill.  As the vast majority of present transactions will not fall into this category, they will need to be put 
on hold until the position is clearer. Estate agents, surveyors, and removal companies are all affected.

In our first lockdown, it was the strong recommendation from The Greffe that Powers of Attorney should be taken, to avoid 
the need to attend completion in person. This remains the case and we are offering this service free of charge to all our 
property clients.  Any such appointment will be carried out in strict compliance with States of Guernsey requirements.

Whilst our offices are temporarily closed and we are working from home, we are always available to talk any queries or 
questions through.  

We look forward to returning to normal when it is appropriate to do so, and in the meantime we hope that you and your 
families keep well.
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